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STATE or nZNNESOTA 

COUNTY or HENNEPZN 

DISTRICT COURT 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Court file No. 

STATE or MNNESOTA, BY THE 
niNNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL 
AGENCY, 

Plaintiff, 

and 

cm or ST. LOUIS PARK, 

Intervenor-Plaintiff, 

vs. 

REILLY TAR ft CHFfllCAL CORPORATION, 

Defendant. 

DEPOSITION or J. FRANK WILLIAMS, taken by 

the Defendant, before Uilliae L. Belkangren, a Notary 

Public in and for the County of Scott, State of 

Minnesota, at HSQO First National Bank Building, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, on Wednesday, August B7, 

IRflO, coneancing at 2t30 o'clock p.n., pursuant to 

Notice. 
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SUtinAKY ZN»CX 

Cxanlnations 

By t1p> Schuartzbauap 

Cposs-Cxamlnationi 

By NP. Shakman SB 

25 

CXHI9ITS: 

RTC No. I Hap of plant layout 10 

RTC No. B Letter dated IT-M-MO n 
PTC No. Aerial photo of plant 21 

RTC No. Photo of plant site 70 
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ZOO o'clock P.O. 
tfodnosday 
August 87« l^fiO 

UHCRCUPON^ 

nR. SCHUARTZBAUCRi Lot's go on 

the record and start the video now. 

Before we bagini I would like to say 

for the record that this deposition is being 

taken pursuant to notice. Vt have entered into 

an oral stipulation that in addition to the 

ordinary transcript being prepared by the court 

reportort we are going to take this deposition 

on audio-visual tape as well Just as though a 

notion were nade pursuant to Rule 15 of the 

district Court Rules for the Pistrict of the 

Fourth Pivisioni Hennepin County^ is that 

correctf 

RR. SHARHANi Yes. 

RR. SCHUARTZBAUCRt And I guess 

that for starters^ thcn« Z think we all ought 

to bnter our appearances. 

I'M Edward Schwartzbauer and this 

is Thoaas Reiersgord next to «ei and together 

we represent Reilly Tar and Cheeical. And shall 

we go around the table and let the other lawyers 
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RR. SHAKRANi Steven 

Shakosan. !*• a Special Assistant Attorney General. 

X an one of the attorneys rcpreeanting the 

Plaintiffs^ State of Rinnesota. 

RR. COYNE! I*n Dennis 

Coynei Special Assistant Attorney Ceneral and I 

also represent the State of Rinnesota^ Pollution 

Control Agency* 

RR. FREERAN! I'e Richael 

rraenan<t I*n with the firn of Pophaon Haikn 

representing the City of St* Louis Park* 

RR. SCHUARTZBAUER: Okay* 

Thanks. Uould you swear the witnessf 

J* FRANK UILLIARS^ 

a witness called by and on behalf of the Defendants 

having bean first duly sworni was examined and 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXARINATION 

BY RR* SCHUARTZBAUER: 

6 Rr* Uillians* I want to emphasise what the court 

reporter just said a few minutes ago^ and that 

is that we would certainly like you to speak up 

and loudly^ if you can* 
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A Xf Z can. I*a kind of hoarsa now^ and it aay be 

it won't be so easy. 

d I understand that. But we would Just like to ask 

you to try to speak loudly enouoh so that the aan 

down at the end of the table can hear you. 

A Yeah. Uelli if I don't^ why you 

PR. niLLCRt 1 will nod 

ay head. 

0 {By Mr. Schwartzbauer} Another thing Z would 

like to enphasizei Pr. Vfilliaesi and that is that 

if I don't aake nyself perfectly clear when Z 

ask a question^ Z want you to tell we that. Or 

if any of the other.lawyers don't aake themselves 

perfectly clear when they ask a question^ will 

you please tell us that^ okayf 

A Yeah. 

d All we want froa you are the facts as you remeaber 

theai and sometime we lawyers have a way of asking 

very complicated questions. Ue don't mean to do 

it^ so that if you don't understand the question^ 

why you please tell us that<« would youf 

A Yeah. Z will try. 

d Zf you tell ae thati Z will try to say it in another 

way^ okayf 

004815 
SYNDICATED REPORTERS 

612 SYNDICATE BUILDING 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA S5402 

«A12] 333-6549 

irqc -s-sr ir-sr-s — -— 



^ I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

If 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

7> 

All right. 

Uould you state your full nasaf 

John Frank tiillians. 

Vhere do you livaf 

3355 Brounlow Avenuet St. Louis Park. 

How long have you lived at that addressf 

Uell^ I built there and we were rarried in the 

house in M ~ yeah<« 1133. 

Are you presently enployed or are you retiredf 

I been retired since *kli. 

Who did you work for Just before you retiredf 

Reilly Tar and Chaeical Coepany. 

How old are you. fir. Williamsf 

71. 

Where were you bornf 

I was born in Indianapolis. Indiana. 

And what was your educationf 

I went through the eighth Crade. 

When were you first enployed by Peilly Tar and 

Chenical Cowpanyf 

Well, that was in June. lilt. 

Where was thatf 

On niley Avenue in Indianapolis. 

What did you do theref 00481 6 
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<A> 

A 

e 

A 

Q 

A 

a 

X started in kind of tha laboratory^ like I dona 

avarything as a young boy of 15 would. I wasn*t 

very big^ althari so I dona odd Jobs. And than 

of course there wasn't auch laboratory work theni 

back in them daysi but I did some. 

Uhen did you first cone to the Reilly Tar plant 

which was also called the Republic Creosote 

Plant in St* Louis Parkf 

I come up in June the 7thn l"]lfi. 

And did you work at the Republic Creosote Plant 

continuously from lllfi until llkbf 

I did. 

What did you do in St. Louis Parkf 

Well^ about the sane as I was doing in 

Indianapolis. Plant was Just starting operating 

in riarch and X cone up in June^ and X done 

laboratory worki and X was a routine chemist 

for them. 

Pid you learn your chemical work as a natter 

of on-the**Job traininoi so to speakf 

On-the-job training with a professor T. U. 

Smith of Indianapolis. 

How long did you do that kind of workf Has that 

until you retiredf 
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A YQah. Right. 

fi In othar words^ you uorked in tht lab all thosa 

yaarsf 

A ValN yes. 

Q Uhara is your house located in relationship to 

the site where Republic Creosote was locatedf 

A Uell^ it's pretty hard to say. It's a little 

to the southeast of the plant-, and it's practically 

— naybe about four or five blocks from the 

plant, if you count blocks, or squares, or 

whatever you want to call then, 

d Over the years, how did you get back and forth 

from your hone to workf 

A Walked. Of course that's why I built, because it 

was closer to the plant, 

d Did you eat at lunch, or did you go hone for 

lunchf 

A Well, most of the time they did have a lunch place 

down there. You would each eat lunch, but 

generally it was close enough to go hone for lunch. 

I had an hour, 

d So over the years, then, you walked to work in 

the morning, walked hone for lunch, walked back 

to work after lunch, then hone at nightf 
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That's right. 

Vell^ yas. 

during those years^ was there a fence around the 

propertyf 

There was a fence around^ yes. 

HR. SHAmNt Could I have 

a clarification of what years the question is 

directed tof 

{By nr. Schwartzbauer> During the years that 

you worked at the plant. 

Yeah. Uelli after the plant was built and started 

operating it was in I^IA. 

And how did you enter the plant sitef Where did 

you enter<i Z aeanf 

Well^ they had a gate out in front on the street 

where you cone in. 

HP. SCHUARTZBAUCR: I'B going to 

ask the reporter to nark this docunant* Why 

don't you pause while he's doing it. 

{RTC Deposition Exhibit 1 

narked for identification.> 

{By nr. Schuartzbauer> Okay. Back on the record, 

nr. Belkengren^ the reporter^ has now narked 
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8 «ap 8t RTC deposition Exhibit Nunber end X 

would like to say for tha record that the various 

colorings end Markings have been aade by another 

witness^ and in due course his identity will be 

wade fcnowni and wo believe we will lay a proper 

foundation for this docueent prior to the time 

that it's ever used* I*n going to give it to the 

witness^ howeveri at this tiee^ and ask whether 

that is a fair representation of the plant layout 

as you reneeber it* 

It is. Right. 

Okay. And we spoke a few ninutes ago about a gate 

where you entered the plant site. Uill you point 

to thatf 

That's right here* as you cone in off of the road, 

{indicating.! 

And that's down at the southeastern-KOSt edge of 

the — corner of the propertyf 

I would say* yes. 

Is that on Walker Streetf 

That's on Walker* yes. 

Okay. Let's just look at sone of the buildings 

that .are shown here, do you see the refineryf 

Yes. 
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0 Is that the long building that is aarkad Refineryf 

A Right. 

0 And was there a pond located on the property during 

the years that you worked theref 

A Yes. That*s it. 

ff 30 you see that on the napf 

A Right. 

0 Is that located in the place that you reeember itf 

A Yes -Cindicatingl. 

0 And where is the laboratory where you workedf 

A Uell^ the laboratoryi the road cone in off of 

Ualker right straight down past 7 heren right 

down to the end here <indicating>i and there was 

a parking lot in there. 

0 And now the witness is pointing to a square that's 

Marked Office* is that eorrectf Is that what you 

pointed tof 

A Right. 

0 Has the office and the lab actually one and the 

ease buildingf 

A Uell* yes. But the nain office was in hinneapolis. 

Before they soved out there. This used to be all 

laboratory* but then as tise changed* why it was 

004821 
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All right. But for tht purposas of Just locating 

tha lab« tha lab whara you uorkadi as X understand 

your testinonyi was right thane in tha building 

that is narked Office^ is that corractf 

A Right* Right. 

d Okay. A few ninutas ago when you were answeringi 

you said the road that you walked down want right 

by 7. i!hat wera you refarring to whan you 

referred to 7f 

A That was a tank there. 

d You aean the little round tank that has a nuaeral 

Tank by itf 

A Yes. The road passed right by. 

d Let's gat back to that road again that you walked 

upon. 

Tell us againt to nake sura that I understandi 

where did tha road run beginning with the gate 

fron where you entered onto the lab where you 

workadf 

A Kent right straight down past 7 and than right 

into the office. Right straight, 

d Are you pointing to an area between the tanks that 

are colored in pink and tha rafinaryf 

A Right. 
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A 

Is that what you'ra pointing tof 

That's ths road that coaa in thcra* 

Is that whsPtt you walked on a — 

Yeah. 

— four times a day basisf 

Yeah. Right. 

Based on your observations over the yearsi fir. 

Uilliansi can you describe what the surface of 

the ground looked likef 

Uell^ the road wasi I inaginei on gravel and 

then — but the area in there was awfully boggy. 

Even on the other side of Ualkeri fron outside 

of the planti back in our end there. But all 

that area back there was not like it is at the 

last. 

Uhat do you mean by thatf 

Uell^ they enlarged — when they put the treating 

plant in^ they put a tie yard in therei to store 

tiesm and then they graded that down. It was all 

hills back of the laboratory. Then of course the 

treating plant was built then. 

tihen did they put the tie yard inf 3o you remember 

thatf 

Uell« that was sometime between 'ZD and '30s. 
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fl Xs that according to your racollaction whan thay 

did tha gradingf 

A Yaah. Kight. 

a You nentioned a faw ainutes ago that tha araa was 

boggy. How do you know thatf 

A Uelln you see the bog on tha other side of the 

laboratory at one tiae during the year^ winter 

Bonthsi and 

G Bid you have an opportunity to see any of tha 

subsurface soils when Highway 7 was constructadf 

A Ho. I didn't. 

C Mara you working at the plant when Highway 7 was 

constructadf 

A Yes. Of course that was kind of a swaap and a 

bog out there on tha other side of Walker. 

d Uell^ were you able to see^you know^ the dirt that 

was turned up by the excavators when the highway 

was builtf 

A No. Of course that's a little farther ovar« 

but — so I didn't. 

e Velli what was your general observation as to what 

kind of ground tha —. 

A Uell^ X imagine peat. 

d Now as far as the site itself Is concerned right 
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S 

A 

C 

A 

0 

•round tho poflnory and th« tanks that you pointed 

to on the aap^ where you walked every dey« can you 

describe it in terns of whether it was dirty or 

cleani or how would you describe itf 

Vell^ X would describe it as clean* Uasn*t dirty^ 

I didn*t notice. 

bell^ when you walked back end forthi for exanplei 

would your shoes be full of oil when you got 

hone at nightf 

Ohi no. 

That wasn't ever a problee for you or nrs. Uilliansf 

No. 

nRS. VILLXAnSx Oh% no. 

Never. 

<9y Nr. Schwartzbauer> Incidentally^ that is hrs. 

ViXliams sitting next to you there. Ve didn't 

identify her when we got started. 

RRS. UILLIAPSt X*B Just here 

for noral support. 

THE UITNCSSt Yeah. 

<By nr. Schwartzbauer> Or would oil^ coal tar 

oil or creosote oil on your shoes ever be a 

problen when you got to work in the eorning^ or 

when you got hone at nightf 
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Xo you rooaobor tha daap wall that waa usad by 

Rapublic Craosota in its oparatlonsf 

Z do. It was 

bo you sea that on the aspf 

Right thara on this and of the refinery. 

And do you sea it on the aap — would you point to 

itf 

Right there -Cindicatingl. 

That's the black circle that is identified and 

parked as beep Vellf 

Right. That's the only one I knew of. 

Okay. You walked right by that every dayi didn't 

youf 
I 

Uell« within 100 feet of it. 

Will you describe what the well looked likef 

I couldn't describe what it looked like. It was 

just — you could see a big pipe run into a tank^ 

cast iron tanki quite larger and you could see the 

water coning out. That's the only thing I can 

say about it. 

A statenent has been nade in this case that this 

well becana contaminated as a result of a spill 

ii 
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in tha lISOs. 

Based on your observations end your 

recollections^ did that happenf 

A Not that I know of. 

fi bid any of your fellow enployees talk about any 

such splllf 

A I can't reecBber that they ever did> 

d Zf there had been such a spills would that likely 

have been a subject of conversationf 

A Uell^ Z ieagine it would. You can't cover up 

ten thousand gallons of tar very easy. 

6 Based on the well as you have described it^ if a 

tank car had spilled^ would it have been possible 

to drain into the inside of that wellf 

A I don't see how it could, 

d Uhy notf 

A Uell^ it Just would seoB impossible to sc. 

a For what reasonf 

A Uell^ how could it get in theref The water coming 

out all the tise* Zt couldn't reverse itself, 

d Uas it an enclosed wellf Uas it enclosed in 

steelf Uas it a steel pipaf 

A Uell« Z suppose it was. Z don't know nothing 

about the well. The way it looked or anything like 
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that. All Z knew is there's a well there« and 

that's all. X know It was a deep well^ yes. 

0 tuning the years that you worked at the plants 

was it customary or not customary for the 

employees to get their drinking water from that 

deep wellf 

A That water was never used for drinking water. 

6 Did the water from that well have any peculiar 

smell or tastef 

A Uell^ I would say to describe iti you could smell 

iti when the water was running outi that it was 

— smelled like boggle gast or boggle -- I imagine 

taste^ you might say^ or smell. 

0 For how long a time did it have that smell or 

tastef 

A As far as I can remember back. 

nR. SCHUARTZBAUrR: I'm going 

to ask the reporter to nark another document as 

RTC deposition Exhibit Number 3. 

{RTC deposition Exhibit 3 

marked for identification.! 

0 fBy fir. Schwartzbauer! Okay^ back on the record. 

I am handing the witness a copy of the document 

now that the court reporter Just narked as RTC 
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<80> 

^•position exhibit Si and that apptars to be a 

letter dated Noveeber ifi 

nr* Uilliamsi the letter is addressed to 

U. J. McLellan. lifho was hef 

A l.'elli he was a superintendent at the office 

— he was head of the officoi in other words. 

Q Head of the St> Louis Park officef 

A St. Louis Park office. 

(t And it appears to be signed by C. G. Edwards. 

3D you know who he wasf 

A blelli Z knew of hini yes. 

C po you know generally who he wasf 

A Uelli he was from Indianapolis. One of the eain 

guys down therei Z would say. 

0 Okay. In the second paragraph there is a sentence 

that reads "You have a very ieportant piece of 

evidence in the statement of Ole Peterson that 

some of the wells in the vicinity had the sane 

odor and taste before we purchased the property." 

3id you know Ole Petersonf 

A Z knew of himi yes. That he worked down therei 

at the conpany. 

0 I was Just going to ask you who he was. What did 
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6 

Uell^ he was a eaintenance ean after the treating 

plants or the — yeah^ tie treating plant got 

organized down there^ and he had charge of 

Maintenance of the tracks they had* Snail 

loconotive that hauled the ties and trans around* 

Po you know whether he*s living or deadf 

He passed away-i yes* 

How old a nan was he compared to youf 

Compared to nei I would say he's around bS to 

70* 

At what tinef 

That was when I was — I would say about MO or 

MS* 

So he was at least —. 

Twenty years older than I an* 
\ 

Twenty-five —* Okay* Vas he a reliable personi 

as far as you knowf 

I would say that he was* Yes. He was down there 

for quite awhile* 

hR. SCHUARTZBAUCRt I'm going 

to say for the record and to give notice to all 

counsel in this natter^ that at an appropriate 

tine I*n going to offer this letter in evidence. 

That's all I have* You nay exanine* 
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<SS> 

HR. SHARIIAM* Take a short 

racess hara* 

nR. SCHttARTZRAUCRt Su^a. 

<Rriar racass takan.> 

CROSS CXAtllNATION 

BY nR. SHAKNAN: 

Q Mr. HllllaBSi as you heard In the Introduction^ 

I an one of the attorneys representing the State 

and I would like to say that if you do not 

understand «y quastion-i or if you need further 

clarificationi please say so. And if-* in giving 

an answer, you should later recall something 

further, please let me know that so that you can 

get your full answer into the record today. 

I would like to ask you, in preparing for 

this deposition today, did you have occasion to 

look over any docunentsf for example, anything 

in writingf 

Todayf 

At any time in preparing for thisf 

No. Z didn't. 

You hadn't seen this map beforef 

Oh, yes. When fir. Schwartsbauer was out here ear 

part of August, Z did. 

A 

Q 

A 

6 
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<S3> 

0 And did you go over other papers with llr. 

Schwartzbauerf 

A fewn yes. 

To you recall what they weref 

Uelli about the same as what he had here. I 

read that one about Ole Peterson. 

l>id you go over any photographsi what the site 

had been likef 

tio. 

At your home do you have any photographs of what 

the site was like years agof 

No. A few pictures of the plant taken^ yeah. X 

think there's soeet aaybe. 

Uhen would those be fromf Mould you guessf Vhat yaarf 

Ohi down through the years. I imagine from *30 

on. 

Apart from Mr. Schwartzbauer^ did you talk with 

any other people prior to ~. 

Pardonf 

Apart from fir. Schwartzbauer^ did you talk to any 

ether people about this depositionf 

No. 

3o youn from time to tioe^ see other people who 

were former employees of the Keilly 7ar Companyf 

6 

A 

A 

d 

A 

6 
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A 

a 

A 

0 

A 

0 

A 

fl 

A 

a 

A 

0 

A 

When you first wont to work for tho conpsny^ was 

that in Indianapolis^ was that your tastimonyf 

Right. 

And what was your job with than at firstf 

Likfl I saidi Just a young kid out of schooli 

grada schools and run errands and dona littla 

laboratory work back in thosa days when it was 

needed-

Vou sentioned a fir. T. U. Ssithf 

Yeah. 

Uho was hef 

He was a chesist for the Reilly Tar and Chenical 

Conpany. 

And he was working there with you in l^lbf 

No. He had a special laboratory^ ohi quite a 

ways froB the plant. I used to take sanples over 

to hie. 

That's in Indianapolisf 

Indianapolis^ right. 

Has there a Reilly Tar laboratoryf 

1 couldn't say. It wasn't Reilly Tar. It was his 

own laboratory. It was in an industrial building. 

3id the coBpany have a laboratory then in 
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1 CS5> 

2 i Zndlanapolisf 

3 A 
1 

Ohi «a had a saall onc« yas. Out at tha plant* 

4 fl In latar years did you ever have a chance to visit 

5 1 the laboratory in Indianapolisf 

6 A No* 1 never -- not that one* They built a new 

7 1 plant out southwest of Indianapolis* I was out 

8 
I 

there once years aqo* 

9 
1 

1 ' 

k'ere you at the lab when you were out theref 

10 A No* 

11 0 Through your work for the conoany did you have 

12 dealings with the people who did work at the lab 

13 
i 

1 
in Indianapolisf 

14 1 A No* 

15 ' a ^id you know who the person in charge of that 

16 1 
lab wasf 

17 A At wheref 

18 a At Indianapolis* 

19 1 No* 

20 1 ff You mentioned a well which is marked here as the 
1 
1 Peep Uellf 

22 A Fight. 

23 d And it*s your testimony that you could smell 

24 water that was cooing out of that wellf 

25 ' A Yeah. It was an odor to iti yes* 

i 
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fPOBf 

A Ualli s big Iron pipe that I suppose — where it 

was sucking froB the well and going into this big 

tanki iron square tank — oblong tank, 

d And where was the water coining outf It was 

coring out of a tanki for exeoplei or a pipef 

A It was coning out of the spout of the iron pipe, 

d Uas it a jointf Uelded joint on the pipef 

A I couldn't say that. It was just head of a pipe 

where the water was coeing out. 

d How did the pipe get hooked up to this tankf How 

did the water get fron the well into the tankf 

A Vell^ just coning — cone right out of the end of 

the pipe into this tank, 

d It's an open tanki theni end the water just 

A No. They had a top on it. 

d But it had an open pipe and the water cane out of 

the pipef 

A Helli right where you look in was so high 

{indicating!, 

d You could look in fron the top of the tankf 

A In the end* 

d The endf How big a tank was itf 
004835 
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A Ohv about twlca as big as this tablai X iaagine. 

All I can poaembep^ and about tuo OP throe foot 

high. 

d And when you said it was a boggle smells what's 

a boggle seell to youf 

A Uelli kind of -- it's ppetty hard to describe. 

Kind of a gassy smells odor, 

fi Uhat snell was there to this waterf 

A Uhatf 

ti Uhat snell was there to this wateri as you renenber 

itf 

A Uellf to ne^ I snell it oncoi and I wouldn't drink 

it^ I know that. I suppose other people have 

drank it at one tinei but I wouldn't. There was 

a dipper there^ to get a good cold drink. It was 

a very deep well, 

d The reason you wouldn't drink it was because of 

the smellf 

A Uell^ I didn't have to drink it. That's why I 

didn't drink it. 

d Your testimony was you wouldn't drink itf Idas there 

something the natter with it that would make you 

not want to drink itf 

A Helli I didn't have to drink it. I wasn't going to 
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e 

A 

drink it Just bacauss tha small was thara. X 

didn't considar that anything. If you wantad to 

drink it« you could drink iti but X didn't want to 

drink it. 

HPS. VILLXAnSi Uell^ thay 

had bottle water in tha office in the lab^ so X 

suppose that's tha reason he didn't drink it. 

NR. SCHUARTZBAUI^R} Excuse aei 

nrs. Uilliams 

HPS. mLTAnX: Excuse me^ I 

shouldn't have spoke up. 

nR. SCHyARTZBAUERt You are not 

supposed to contribute information. 

nPS. VILLTAnSi Oh^ X'm sorry. 

You will have to scratch that. 

•CBy fir. Shaknanl Has that well there when you first 

cane to tha sitef 

X don't reireniber. X don't know when it was there. 

X imagine it wasi yes. 

And this tank was there tooi as far back as you 

recallf 

Uall^ after we got operating X suppose it was^ yes. 

Do you know when that well was constructadf 

No. X don't know anything about it. 
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« »o you rocall that woll ovor bting closod dounf 

A Nopt* Unltsa rtpairs^ would ba tha only thing* 

0 Vhat ware those repairsf 

A I don't know. I just say^ if it was closed down, 

it was naybe due to pepairs, which Z don't know 

nothing about* 

0 3o you know if they ever had to clean out the 

wellf 

A No. 

0 You don't know, is that your answerf 

A No* I don't know that* 

0 In regard to this Mr* Peterson, who was eentioned 

in that letter, was he a personal friend of yoursf 

A No. 

0 bid you socialize with hinf 

A No* 

0 Pid you see hie oftenf 

A Just a guy that worked down there* 

riR. SHAKHANt Can we get 

this narked as RTC Exhibit 3f 

CRTC deposition Exhibit 3 

•arked for identification.! 

0 {By Rr* Shakean! hr* Uillians, I an showing you 

what's been sarked as Exhibit 3, and purports to 
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ba an ••rial vitw of th« Railly Tar site and 

vicinity* Pooa that appear to bt that to youf 

A Let •• pet ay bearlnfli hare* Is this 7f This is 

.tha railroadf 

S It would be about 1153* Yasi sir* 

A This MUSt be Valkar coning down. 

Yes, I would say it is, as far as I can aaka 

out and I ranenber it* 

C I*a sure whan you first cane there weren't all those 

structures* 

A Oh, there was nothing in hara. Only the refinery 

and the laboratory, 

fi Uas it your testimony that in M17, that was the year 

you came to St* Louis Parkf 

A No. ITIO* The plant was started in October, 1117 

and I come up here in June, 111&* 

d Now when you first came in lllfi-* of the structures 

that are shown in this left-hand, upper left-hand 

side of the Exhibit 3, which of those were th-re 

at the tine, if anyf 

A Uhen I conef 

d Yes* 

right there <indicating>* 
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0 Th« Pifintry is this rsctangular building abova 

ths cooling pondf 

A This here •Cindicating>. Is this the stacks theraf 

fl Yes. 

A Yeah. This is the refinery and the laboratory 

down there. 

nRS. UILLXAMSt Franksnove 

that. 

Q -CBy nr. Shaknan> It night be helpful to you if 

we had the Exhibit Number 1 here also. You can 

use these two in conjunction. 

Uas the cooling pond near the refinery 

there at that tinef 

A There was a pond heroi yeah. Right there 

<indicating>. 

fi And what you refer to as the office was also theref 

A Yeah. Right. 

a bid you have knowledge of what had been previously 

on the sitef 

A Wo. X heard there was a sugar beet factory there 

at one tine. 

0 Bid you hear where that was locatedf What kind of 

structures they nay have hadf 

A No. Z don't know nothing about that. There was 
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on« building Itfti and that was whan you coas in 

tha gata. flayba it's that building thara. X 

can't 

0 That was laft fpoa the sugar beat cooMnyf 

A FPOR tha sugar* Thay used it as a warehouse at 

one tiaa* 

6 It was in usable condition* thenf 

A Yes. 

0 9o you recall any standing water on the site 

back in lIlAf 

A No. 

0 On the exhibit 3* there's what appears to be water 

hare between Highway 7 and Nalker Street* between 

south of Highway 7. bo you recall there being 

water there in those daysf 

A Hell* there were water out there in that sweep* 

yes* I would say. 

0 An I correct that there was no Highway 7 there in 

A No. 

0 Has this one continuous sweep* as you described it* 

on both sides of what's now Highway 7f 

A I would say yes. Right. As far as I could 

reeeeber. 
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0 And do you rocall how far it continued off to the 

south towards you as that photo sits nowf 

A All I know is up to the railroad tracks^ that X know 

of. This is the railroad tracks — no. 

That's the hiqhway. 

This is the railroad track. 

Those were there in 

yhatf 

Those railroad tracksf 

Oh^ yeah. 

And the sweep extended down to the tracksf 

I would say yes. 

Po you recall if there was drainage^ a culvert or 

anything to get water under those tracksf 

I don'ti but there was a culvert in there froe 

our place over^ that I reeember. 

And do you recall at that tine if water fron the 

creosoting conpany was draining down toward 

those swatppsf 

Velli I inagine it went through that culverts 

yeah. 

Uhich culvert would you nean thersi sirf 

Uell^ where are they atf I don't even see thee. 

I don't know^ whether it's coning out* 
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Hera*s Ualktr Straet* Vas thara a culvart undar 

Valkar Straat that you had in aindf 

A Yas. 

Q Uould it halp to rafer to the Exhibit which 

night ba a iittla aasiar for you to read^ to show 

how the water eana from the plant site down to 

that culvert under Ualker Straetf 

A I don't know where it was. It was out there on 

Ualker somewhere. I don't — I don't know how it 

got out therei but I knew of — that there were 

a culvert out there, 

d Vas your Job mainly in the officef 

A fly Job was mainly in the laboratoryi yas. 

6 And you didn't gat out on the site muchi thenf 

A Mo. Vhen Z go to work^ was go and cone and things 

to do. 

a 3o you recall that those ponds to the south of 

Ualker Street got an oily appearance sometlnef 

A Vell^ I imagine — I can't say that's soi but I 

suppose it did when the water level was upt you 

know. Like if you got a lot of rain. Valker used 

to flood down thara. 

fl Can you recall when they might have first begun 

having that kind of situation in those pondsf 
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A No. Z can't racall. 

fi You aantionad In tht coursa of your tastiaony that 

later development of the treating area. Uas that 

to the north side of the facilltyf 

A That was all— welli Just kind of north and 

northwest. All this —. 

0 Can you pick that out on the photographf 

A Vell^ all this area in here Cindicating> where the 

laboratory is here. 

0 Uould that be heref 

A Oh<i here. They tooi considered all that to give 

them enough area in there to store ties. 

0 Are thase in the photof Are these stored ties 

Cindicatinglf 

A Z iaaginc these are tiasi yeahi because they 

treated for three companies. 

0 Now when you first cane« what was the land like up 

there where we see the stored tiesf 

A Nelli that was hilly and gravel<• Z*d sayi and of 

course they leveled it all off. 

0 They leveled it off later on after lllfif 

A Ohi yeah. That didn't happen until '20 — I'd 

say '20 to '25 it was done. 

0 Po you know if that was owned by the coapany in Xllfif 
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ther*^ yts* 

0 Uas that forty acras totalf 

A Right. thay did have nore grounds but they 

donated it to St. Louis Park. There's a park up 

above. 

0 That was sone years laterf 

A Sone years later. 

d In this area that's to the southwest of the 

refinery and the lab appears also to have lumber 

stacked in the photograph. Vhat do you recall was 

the use of that area when you first camef 

A Velli there was nothing, 

d £o back to when you first came. 

A Just only swampy ground all around. That's why when 

they leveled it offn they made it all incorporated 

what they could usei and it was all filled in. 

d Uhen you first cane to the sitei did you know of 

any welli other than the well that you described 

as leading to the tankf 

A No. Z didn't. That's the only one I knew was by 

the refinery there, 

d There is a well indicated here on Txhibit 1 by a 

circle. Pretty auch to the south of the well you 
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spoke of. lo you have any knowledge about that 

wellf 

A No. Z don't. 

0 Md you ever hear talk of the sugar beet wellf 

A ttellv I imagine that was their well. Z know there 

was the sugar beet factory was there. Z don't 

know where it was in the yardi though, 

tf Pid you ever hear of any efforts by the company to 

work on that wellf Use that wellf 

A No. Z never. 

d At that time do you know if there were any other 

wells around the sitef 

A Not that Z know of. 

fi Has there at some point another well put in up by 

the washroonf 

A Not that Z know of. 

0 Uhat was your drinking water source then at the 

sitef 

A Uell« we had bottle waters as far as Z can 

remember. Znglewood delivered, 

d bid that contribute or did that continue through 

all the yearsf 

A All the years Z worked there^ yes. 

d bo you know if that was true throughout the sitei 
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or is that only in tho office they had bottled 

waterf 

A No* I think that included where the oen changed^ 

washrooKS had waters as far as Z know. 

Q The letter that you looked ati Exhibit a few 

ooeents ago^ talked about conplaints about taste 

of water, tid you hear of a nunber of such 

conplaints over the yearsf 

A Frop whcref 

Q In the St. Louis Park area^ around the plants 

around your hosef 

A Uell^ yeah. Ue drove a well in the *30s and 

used for a couple of yearsi and the wife can 

explain that to you better than I can. She's 

the one that took the sasples over and 

Q Uell^ I'e sorry-i I don't have her as the witness 

today. 

Can you recall how deep you took that 

*- that well was dugf 

A Uell« ours was around AO feet, 

d And were you able to use that waterf 

A Uelli we used it for a year or oore^ then it 

started kind of taste — you couldn't oakc coffee 

with it. You couldn't boil potatoes in it^ and so 
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she took iti two sanples over and had it analyzed 

and it come back^ you could drink it^ but no 

one could* 

d Because of the taste of the waterf 

A Yeah. 

(3 Uas this a tarry tastef 

A Uelli something similar to a boggie gas taste* 

HRS. UILLIAnSi hedicinal. 

THE WITNESS: hedicinal, 

yeah. 

d {By Mr. Shakmanl Medicinal or gassy taste. Could 

you show us on this photographs Exhibit 3s where 

your house wasf I think Brownlow appears there. 

A You tell me where — let's see. This Louisianaf 

Uells we nust be in the first block. This is 

Lake Street. You say this is Louisianas this is 

Brownlow. It's the fifth house from the first 

street northwest, 

d So the house you're indicating there iss in terns 

of the large road heres about a block up and then 

slightly to the right as you are looking at the 

napf 

A Which road is this supposed to be here nowf 

d I would think that —• 
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<Hoy 

A Zs that tha naw Loulsianaf 

d Louisiana oight ba ovar hara* This is 1^53. 

A Uall^ wa ana right down fros 

MR. FRCCnANi I don*t know 

what that is. Cxeusa sa^ that would ba 

THE: VITNCSSi Ua are tha 

first block fros Lake Street down^ and tha first 

street down fros First Street Northwest, 

d {By nr. Shaksanl And do you know of other people 

who had trouble with the well water at that tlse 

toof 

A Yeah. Later years sy — I had a brother living 

back — and his was one of the last wells to go 

haywiren and this Jonas that's sentioned in there^ 

I guess their well went haywire^ in taste, 

d Was he the nan with the conpanyf 

A No. 

d He was just a fellow who was naking that complaint 

about the waterf 

A Yeah. Right. 

d Who drilled that well for youf »o you recallf 

A I don't know who drilled it. 

you had donef 
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A Oup uaterf 

fl Yes. 

nRS. UILLIAHSr State House. 

A She took it over to the State House. 

HRS. UILLZAHS: St. Paul. 

A St. Paul. 

0 <By HP- Shakmanl You said that was the '30s. 

l>o you pecall a yeap you might have had that 

dpilledf 

A Yes. 

0 Hhat yeap would that bef 

A In the '30s. Setween *30 and '35. 

d Hhat was youp soupce of watep befope that^youp 

housef 

A Uelli they built a couple housesi the yeap latePi 

the Tommy {ph.} builti and they dpove a well thene 

and we used that. And then when we couldn't use 

that one-i used watep fpom my bpothep in back. 

d And did youp neighbop's well go bad toof The one 

you fipst usedf 

A The second doopi yes. I guess so. I don't —. 

HRS. UILLIAhS: I think so. 

A I Just can'b pemembep now. It's diffepent times. -

d {By np. Shaknan> Do you pecall any inspection of 
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25 

* 

A 

0 

A 

0 

A 

Health back in the *aOsf 

Z don't* No* And I don't reeeinher* 

Are there other employees who worked theret who 

atill live In your neiohborhoodf 

Yes* There's one^ yes* 

b'hat is the nane of that personf 

A fellow by the nane of Sandberg. He worked —he 

has the office —. 

NRS* UILLIAnSi He didn't 

live in our neighborhood* 

No* Not exact right in our neighborhood. St-

Louis Park* 

<By fir* Shakean> bo you know his first nanef 

Hillian G. Sandberg. 

And what was his job as head of the officef Uhat 

was his responsibilityf 

Uell« just in charge of the office out there. 

By "the office" do you wean that he nanaged the 

plantf 

No* No. Just office 

Could you explainf 

He was office nanageri I night say* 

He was office nanageri and would you recall his age 
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21 

23 

24 

25 

1 

A Wsllv h«'s older then Z so he sust be in his 

«fiQs. 

d Are there other people who worked in the plant who 

you still know their whareaboutsf 

A No. I don*t. 

a to you know if people work for the plant who dais 

they becane ill due to conditions they were 

exposed to on the Jobf 

A Not that I know of. 

Q And did you ever know a John Ohdef 

A Oh^ yeah. 

d And when did he work at that conpanyf 

A Nelli ho was working down there at the tisei I 

isagine up to about *bO anyway. I can't just 

renesber when he left, 

d to you recall where he workedf 

A He worked in the refinery, 

d Are you aware of any illnesses he hadf 

A No. 

d bid you have a union theref 

A Yes« they did. 

d And do you know what that union wasf The naee of 

the unionf 
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A I guess it was CIO- X don't recalls because I 

didn't belong to any union, 

d bo you recall when the union caue inf 

A It was in the '3Qs. 

d And who Joined the unionf Can you describe it in 

teres of the different jobs people didf bid it 

tend to be people doing certain kinds of workf 

A Uelln all of the — that was employed down therei 

as far as I know^ except the office, 

d And do you know if they kept that same union all 

through the yearsf 

A As far as I know^ yes. 

d bo you raeenber the naae of the union representative 

at the plant at any tiaef 

A No. I don't. It changed through the yearsi 

different ones, 

d bo you know if the union ever had a concern about 

the water that the employees were drinkingf 

No. X don't. 

Nuh-ah. 

theraf 

A A. C. Larkin. 
004853 
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1 Ctis> 

2 tf 

3 A 1 

4 a I 

5 A 1 

6 1 

7 

8 

9 A 

W a 

11 

12 A 

13 
1 

14 

15 1 

16 d 1 

17 A 1 

18 d 1 
1 

19 A 1 
1 

20 ! 1 

21 d 
1 

22 1 * ' 
23 ! d 

24 A 

25 d 

That*» L-a-r-k-i-nf 

Klght. 

How long did he stay as sanagarf 

Lat's saa. L'ell^ ha passad auay^ and I just can't 

recall the exact data. 

riRS. UILLZAnSt UelN he was 

there in his SQs. 

Z just don't renenber now. 

<ey fir. ShakaanZ Has it some years that it was 

the ran who was in chargef 

Oht yeah. Z met him when he first come down from 

ZndianapolisY they had we transferred up here^ 

that was lllft untili Z would say^ in the MOs or 

50s. 

Hho was the next managerf 

Holstrom. Harry Holstrom. 

H-o-l-s-t-r-o-mf 

Right. Then there was a hcLellan too before 

Holstrom^ or around that time. 

Could you spell that namef 

Hhich onef 

McLaughlin. 

ricLellan. M-c-L-e-l-l-a-n. 

»h. Th.nk»«u. 
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IIR. SCHUARTZBAUCRi That's on 

tha lottor. 

hR. SHAKhANt Oh^ thank you. 

{By riP. ShakBian> Ho was bafopo Holstpomf 

Right. 

Then who case before Holstroaf 

finch. Herbert finch. 

And was there any after fir. finchf 

Z don't know. 1 retired when he was still down 

there. 

And are any of these nen living nowf 

finch is« yes. 

3o you know anything about Holstrosf Is he passed 

••• 

He passed away. 

3o you know where finch works nowf 

He works for sone lumber conpany. 

Here there regular visits from Indianapolis^ from 

Yes. 

Do you know what decisions were made at Indianapolis 

and which ones ware made by the plant managersf 

How they broke down authorityf 

No. Z don't reeember. That was at the eain office. 
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<M7> 

0 Uhat was your work in tha lab whan you first cana 

theref What kind of things wera you doing day in 

and day outf 

A Uall<« gradually pickad up aftar thay startad 

operating. Z analyzed naterials cose in and went 

out. 

fi And that started right from when you first came 

there^ you were doing that kind of workf 

A Uell^ practically^ yes. 

0 Here you the only lab person there when you came 

onf 

A Vell^ no. There wera other people in tha 

laboratory. They had two laboratories. One 

downstairs and one upstairs. Tha one I worked 

in was downstairs. 

0 Uho was the person working upstairsf 

A Velli first back in the *SDs they had a fellow by 

the name of ftoffat. fred. 

0 Is he still livingf 

A No. He's passed away years ago. 

d And so when you first came on there were two lab 

people^ you and hr. Roffetf 

A Uell^ ha was upstairs. They had a lot of chemists 

that worked out there at one time^ and the whole 

004856 
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<MB> 

A 

0 

0 

. "I 

thing was laboratory. Than later years they eade 

it into the office when things changed^ and they 

wasn't enployed any nore. A lot of them went to 

Indlanapolis<i as I renenber. 

So in those first yesrsi approximately^ this 

whole building was a labf 

Right* 

And how many people would you say were working in 

it^ in that buildingf 

Uell-« they had the office for the refinery down 

there — X would say oaybe ten people or so. 

And of thosev how many were doing lab work^ or 

chemical workf 

Vell^ Just met and I was doing the routine lab 

work^ and this hoffati he was there when I — in 

the early 'EOs. 

And what were the kinds of things that you were 

analyzing in your routine lab workf 

Uell^ I analyzed mostly material coming in« in 

the refinery^ and refined stuff going out* 

Creosote oil. 

Uhy was the company interested in the material 

coming inf What did you check forf 

Uell^ there was a lot of routine tests being made 
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en it« and so forth, 

d Could you oxplain what those tests weref 

A Hell^ it's hard to explain. Just an ordinary 

analysis of the saterial^ the saterial that ue 

used. 
I 

C For exanplef Uere you interested in boiling pointsf 

Specific gravityf 

A Yeah. That's sostly it. Specific gravity andi 

like you say^ boiling points and so forth, 

d Uhat were these tests that you didf How did you do 

itf Can you describe what your set'Up was and 

what you ran it throughf 

A Uell<« we had retorts and we had thernoseters and so 

forthi and gravity Jars^ to check the specific 

gravities of then^ and so forth, 

d Uhat is a retortf 

A It's a glass thing that you hook a thernometer to 

it and weigh your saterial and distill it offi 

and the sase — that's about all I can say about 

it. 

d Do you heat your saterial in itf 

A You heat it in the oven^ yes. 

d And what do you watch as you heat itf 

* "".tf 004858 
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'C50> 

A 

A 

A 

a 

A 

0 

6 

A 

0 

What do you watch fop as you hast Itf 

Uall^ any uater that cones off firsts and 

distillation at different tenperaturesi steady 

rate. 

What was the first thing that will usually cone 

off when you heat it upf 

Water* Moisture. 

Was that pretty nuch true of any coal tarf It 

all had some —• 

Oh* all coal tar had noisture in it* 

90 you know what percentage in a typical coal tar 

would be the watcrf How nuch water you would getf 

You're talking on a retort* and a snail retort or 

sonething elsef 

Well* I an asking you what you had there In the 

lab* That is a small onef 

Oh* snail glass retort* Made out of glass. 

And what water would you got off* would you say* 

percentagef 

Well* I would say a couple — all the way from a 

percent* tenth of a percent or so. 

Up to a tenth of a percentf I didn't understand* 

From a tenth to a percent* 

Tenth to a percent* thank you* 004859 

SYNDICATED REPORTERS 
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING 

MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA SS402 

[612] 232-6549 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

<S1> 

0 old you knoui in the refining procesi^ what 

percent cane off as water fron the coal tarf 

A No* Z don't quite understand what you nean by 

that. 

A Uhen the coal tar was refined in the refinery^ 

was there water coining off there Just as in 

the labf 

A Ohi yeah* Yeah. Right* 

d And do you know what percentage cane off this waterf 

A No. I don't* 

d lo you know if the conpany would have kept track 

of that kind of infornationf 

A I don't know. I couldn't answer that* 

d In your lab with the retorts what did you look for 

after the water cane offf What was nextf 

A Uell<i we Just run an ordinary distillation of it* 

How euch water was in lti and then light oils and 

heavy oilsi and sonetine we run it down to coke* 

d How many different fractions were there coning 

off^ all togetherf 

A Uell« I would say about threes light fractional 

heavier fractions and finally a coke at the end. 

d And then did you have to fill out a report each 

tU. y.u -Id this t*.tf 
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<58> 

A Y«ah« Vft aadc a sheets analysis* that had — would 

dascpibc tha tost* 

d And did you kaap thosa on fila tharaf 

A Hall* yaah. Ua nada a raport* yas. It was* T 

suppose* filed sonawhare* 

0 Ifho was your superior who you reported to back in 

thosa early daysf 

A Uall* gee* I Just that's sonething I really 

can't say. You Just dona it and that's all* 

and it was no — any one parson, 

d Z appreciate that is a long tiae back. 

A Yaah. I can't • 

d Did you have to fila your reports with thanf Uara 

they interested in these daily — these tests 

that you didf 

A Yaah. Yaah. Ue eade regular reports on it. I 

Just can't pinpoint everything, 

d Uara there tiaas then on the basis of your report 

they would have to reject the tar that had 

arrivedf 

A No. No. I can't say that. That's taking everything 

we could get. 

daysf 004861 
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<53> 

A thera was Coppars* company over in St« 

Paul. 

Q Over in St* Paulf 

A Xn St. Paul. That was a big onei and than wa had 

tar coming in from all over. Evan from 

ninnosota. Sifferont — hanksto^ Stillwatar^ 

and so forth. Then we had tar from l^uluthn from 

steel mills up there. That's where we got our 

crude material. The steel plants. 

fl That was from ^uluth. What was down in hankatof 

tihat did they have theref 

A Vell^ they had a little bit different type of tar. 

It was heavier than the ordinary type of tar. 

0 And beside the testing the tar that came ini 

was there any other product coning in that you 

had to test for the companyf 

A No. 

d Any kind of acidsf 

A No. I never had anything to do with — anything 

like that. 

d Po you know what other products they did bring 

in to use in their processesf 

A for me to dof 

d No. Just what the company was using. Whether they 
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<SM> 

pupchasad — you knowi what other raw eaterials 

In terns of chenicals they eight have purchasedf 

A Hell^ they did — we got several aaterialsi type 

of eaterials into the treating plants X know. 

They got — first they used sine chloride for 

tie treating^ and then later they used a eixture 

of petroleum and creosote oil. Uhat they called 

a 50/50 mix. 

6 Has that after the Var they started using 

petroleuef 

A Somewhere^ maybe before. 

d And the sine chloridei do you know when they used 

thatf 

A' Uell^ they were using that back In the *SOs^ I 

thinks when I first coee up here, 

fl In your lab work there^ back in the *SOs<i you said 

you tested soee of the finished products too. 

Vhat tests did you run on thosef 

A Vell^ they used to have a regular distillation 

points that you had to run^ sec if it cone 

within specifications in different pointsi and 

like that. 

d And those were these different kinds of oilsf 

A Vell^ different — regular creosote oil we shipped 
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<ssy 

out« y«s. 

0 Wars thera othar oils you producadf 

A No. Not that X know of. 

0 How about pitchf 7)id you produce pitchf 

A Uelli later years we got into high aelting point 

pitchesi used by the aluminum industry. That 

saved us from making coke. Coke you couldn't get 

rid ofi so —. 

Q Uhen did that pitch — when did they start making 

that pitchf 

A Uelli I started analyzing tar in about '53. 

0 And when did they quit making cokef 

A That was sometime in the '*lQsn Z guess. 'SDs. 

0 Po you know who the customers were for the coke 

back when they made cokef 

A tfclli they used to get rid of a lot of it through 

regular use for people purchasing iti and then 

later they got rid of it through the carborundum 

companies in the Cast. 

0 bid they have material analyzed other than at your 

labf Pid they send materials elsewhere for 

analysisf 

A Uell^ I — yeah. I would say yes. Pown in 

Indianapolis^ maybe^ or something like that. 
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0 

A 

fl 

A 

0 

A 

0 

A 

0 

A 

0 

0 

A 

That was a company lab in Indianapolitf 

Vas. 

And do you know who tho person there was who was 

doing analysis for thewf 

No^ Z don't* The only one I remember is T. V. 

Smiths that was back in the *9Qs when I cone up 

here* 

tid anything get sent to outside labs that weren't 

part of the conpanyf 

I couldn't answer that. 7 don't know. 

You recognize the material water gas tarf 

Yesi I do* 

And you recognize the material vertical retort 

tarf 

Yes^ Z do* 

And coke oven tarf 

That's what we used mostly* 

Can you explain what these different types are<i 

these sourccsf Let's start with water gas tar. 

Where would water gas tar cone fronf 

Weill there is a plant that used to be in tes hoinesi 

Zowa^ where they used to get water gas tar from, 

bo you know what kind of plant that wasf 

No* Z don't* 
004865 
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<S7> 

fl And how was watar gas tar in its physical or 

choaical propertias diffarantf 

A Helli it was a lightar tar. The fractions would 

be lighter when you checked thea. 

Pid it have some of the fractions already tripped 

offf 

A No. Coee in cruder when we refined it. 

d Let ne ask you about the vertical retort tar. 

Uhere does that cone fronf 

A X think there were plants in like Fargoi Grand 

Forks and — night have been several others. I 

Just can't recall now where they all cone fron. 

d And do you know what kind of plants tended to 

produce thatf 

A No. I would guess — they were nostly all gas 

plants that were producing these different tars. 

Gss planti Z guess, 

d Uhat was that tar likef How was it different in 

its physical or chenical propertiesf 

A Uell« the specific gravities were lighter, 

d And I want to ask about the coke oven tar. You 

said that was the nost connon onef 

A Yeah. That •— the fractions were heavier when we 

checked then. 004866 

SYNDICATED REPORTERS 
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING 

MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 5S402 

1612] 333-6549 



1 <5By 

2 d 

3 ' A 

4 d 

5 

6 i A 

7 1 

« 1 1 
1 

9 d 
1 

ID A 

11 1 

12 d 

13 1 

14 1 

15 A 

16 d I 
1 

17 A 

1. 1 
1 

19 i 
1 

20 d 

21 

22 1 

23 A 
1 

24 
1 

25 A 

Zs that what you gat fron tuluthf 

Puluth and tha staal yaah. 

And how about coal tarf Is that a saparata type 

fron what we have Just talked aboutf 

No. They are all — coal tar either cones from 

steel nllls or gas house. Like St. Pauli Coppers<i 

produced that type of tar. 

And what were its propertiesf 

The specific gravity of it was heavier and otherwise 

fractions would be heavier. 

And was therei back in these earlier daysi preferred 

kind of tar that the company wanted for its 

refiningf 

Yeah. 

Hhat was thatf 

Uell^ the regular type of tar that you got fron gas 

houses or run low^ why then we had to get it 

fron the steel nills. 

Over the years did the kinds of tar coning in change 

in proportionf Old you tend to get nore -- one 

kind of tar later onf 

Hell« I would say yes. 

Nhat kindf 
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1 <5*!> 

2 0 Uas it the cok* tar that was —• 

3 A Coke oven tar^yas. £as tar. £as house tar. 

4 0 Uhich one In the later years was more coeeonf 

5 A Coke oven tar. Until that played out^ and then<i 

6 like I say^ we had to get our crude naterial froe 

7 steel mills. 

8 0 How often were you in the lab testing tarsf 

9 A Uhat do you mean^ how oftenf 

10 6 How often did you have a shipeent cone inf 

11 A Helln we got tar all the tine. Uhenever it had 

to be analyzed! we analyzed it. haybe once a 

13 month! or something like that. 

14 0 So you night have only had to do once a month 

15 analysis on tarf 

16 A Right* 

17 0 And then how often were you testing the product 

18 that was producedf 

19 A Veil! every day! shipments that went out. 

20 0 So every day*s runs would be tested thenf 

21 A Not every day runs. Ve! I suppose! accunulate 

22 then out! a certain amount! and when we loaded 

23 tank cars! so something like that! why we — when 

24 we loaded a tank car! why then it would be a 

25 sample taken and it would have to be analyzed. 
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<l.0> 

0 Uhat was tha past of your work dayf Vhat fillad up 

tha past of youp tiae besides tasting the products 

and the raw aaterialf 

A Uelln changed down through the yearsn you know^ 

Ilka everything else. It was different Materials. 

Like when in the *50s we got into the pitch 

business^ making high melting point pitch for the 

aluminum industry^ and then that had to be 

analyzed. That took practically a full day. 

0 Sid you have other responsibilities^ apart froii 

testing matcrialsf 

A Vhat is your questionf 

0 Sid you have other responsibilities besides testing 

materialsf 

A No. 

0 Sid you have any occasion to test water at any 

tlmof 

A No. I never. That was done in the other lab. 

0 That was the lab that you mentioned Pr. Hoffat 

worked inf 

A Velli he wasn't there then. No. That was years 

later. That was several different people working 

there. 

0 And what were their namesf 
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1 {lil> 

2 A Uelli it was a fellow by the naee of Hanual <ph.>t 

3 poug nanual^ and later after hie was Radeeacher^ 

4 and then after hie was Panz. Harry Aanz. 

6 P-a-n-c-ef 

5 A ®-a-n-z. Aanz. 

7 d Po you know if any of those een are still alivef 

3 AX don't know. 

, HR. SHAKRANt It's getting 

awfully warn. Should we take a break for a few 

II ninutesf 

•CRrief break taken.! 

d <By Rr* Shakean! Pn you still have that well at 

10 

12 

13 

1^ your honef 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A No. Ue took the puep off and sold that years ago. 

In the early 'HOsi 1 guess, 

d Uas it closed off in sone wayf 

A Yes. 

RRS. UILLIARSt Yeahn it's 

capped. Excuse ne. 

d <By nr. Shakean! Hhen did they do thatf When did 

22 you have it cappedf 

23 ' A Uell<i X would say before IRMDi soeetiee between 

24 the *3Ds and *40^ and we couldn't use it. Then 

25 we got water in the streets through HPA^ put water 
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<bS> 

A 

0 

In the houses. 

>ur 

Itf 

Yoah. In the back. Ha lived directly in back of 

ee on Louisiana. 

And when did you quit using that onef When did 

they quit using that onei I should say. 

Uelli let's sec- Vell^ it was sometime in the 

*30si after we got the water in. Then I think they 

put that in« like I sayi under VPA. Sn that must 

of been the *3[?s-i I think. 

tt-. iSo they kept using that well after you ouit 

using yoursf 

Mell^ no. Ue used that water until up to we got 

water. 

But do you know what happened with their wellf 

bid they keep using itf 

Z can't renenberi because he — left here in the 

*5ns. He went back to Indianapolis^ and there is 

a let of people lived in there. 

Then did you mention one other neighbor who had a 

wellf 

Vell^ it was the second houses yeahi from us. 

That's going down the street from youf 
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A No. That was on — X would say south. Southaast 

of us. Towards Lakt Streat. 

0 And whan did they stop using their wallf 

A Uelli I imagine it was around the tine after we 

got the water in that it wasn*t usablei and then 

that's why we got the water in the street. 

a That's why you got the city waterf 

A City waters yeah. Right. 

fi 9o you know if the taste — let me strike that. 

Po you know if the srell of the water in 

those wells was that like the srell of that one 

down by the rafineryf 

A The deep wellf Sinilari yes. 

0 And you mentioned when your wife took the sanpla 

over to the State Capitol-« or State Health 

Pepartnent. How long was that after you noticed 

the change in the taste of the waterf 

A Uelli that's why we took it over-, because it 

started tasting and we couldn't use it. So we 

thought maybe we would take it over and have it 

analyzed and see if it was — if we could use iti 

and he said you could use iti but — you could 

drink iti but no one could. 
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you had had tha Mali all togathar^ befora you got 

this problaof 

A I would say about a yaar aftar we got tha wall* 

d Up at the plant you nantioned you had bottled the 

water for drinking. Uhat water did they have in 

tha toiletsi or showersi if they had showersf 

A Uell^ they used that water. I guess they pumped 

out of the well there* the deep well* as far as Z 

know. Only water they used. It was usable. 

You could — as far as I know* they must of used 

that. 

d You don't know the sourcef You Just know that thay 

had water in the toiletsf 

A Yeah. I imagine it was from that well, 

d Po you know if people drank that water that was 

in the washroofflsf Z assume at the wash basin. 

A Z don't know. Z couldn't say to that* no* They 

had — like I say* they must of drank the bottled 

water. 

d Vere there a number of people there who had* what 

you would call* a pretty dirty jobf They would 

get working in with oil* and the likef 

A Veil* yes. I would say. Some of them was not too 

clean a Jobs. 
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<tiS> 

0 Thty would bring clean clothes^ and they would 

change clothes at the end of the day and leave 

their work clothesf 

A Yeah. Their lockers and rooas where they had — 

change roonsi they call it. 

0 And you didn't have that situation because you 

were basically in the laboratory and in the officef 

A Yeah. Right. 

0 9id they have showers for the workers too there at 

the lockers^ 

A Outside in the plantf 

0 Uelli anywhere there for cleaning up. 

A Yeah. They had showers. They had two different 

roonsi change roomsi and showers. 

0 Do you renenber any fires or explosions during 

your course of working at the coapanyf 

A Yeah. A few of then-i yes. 

0 Where were theyf 

A Zn the refinery. 

0 Can you recall the — say the biggest one of thessi 

what that eight have beenf What it was likef 

A Weill yeah. One in particular was in the refinery 

there. They had a boiler rooe next to the 

refinery here. Up at the top there. Then there 
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vtro stillB 111 down through thoro. Thoro was four 

stills to a battary^ what they call It^ and they 

was running sons naphthalene or something^ and 

aoeething happened* X just happened to go through 

theren and that*s when I was crossing the fields 

therei and took a shortcut hone and Z just got up 

to the top and something went bang* 

I turned around and lookedi and so I hightailed 

it home and told my brother« he lived in back at 

that timet and that was kind of a bad one* 

C tfhat was it likef Was It like an explosion and 

firef 

A Yeah. Fire* 

0 Kid you hear what it wasf Uas it the stills caught 

on firef 

A Velli they must have* 1 guess as far as X knowt 

yes* 

d I don*t know about naphthalene* Is that a flammable 

substance* 

A Yeah. That's inflammable* One of the lighter 

fractions of the oils* 

d Ko you recall when that took placet roughlyf 

A In the 'BOs soeetimet ort no* I will correct that. 

That was in the 'EOs* 
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wy 

0 And that put thoaa stills outf Thsy had to rebuild 

thosef 

A T don't know what happened to that^ if they had to 

rebuild thsn-i or Just repair theiRi and — Z 

couldn't say to that-

fl lo you recall if the Fire department came for thatf 

A Yes. 

0 And when you cane back after that explosion had 

taken places what was the site likef Uhat did you 

see theref 

A Velli they had it pret-near out by that tinei by 

the time I got back down there^ and —. 

0 Uas that the sane dayf 

A Yeah. That happened at nooni and by ? or 3*00i 

why everything was back to normal. Of course it 

wasn't operating* 

0 do you know if quite a bit of materiel got spilled 

out at the tinef 

A No. No material spilled out. No. 

0 did it burn for some tlmef 

A Uell^ hour or so or two^ I guess. That's all I 

can remember now. 

0 do you remember other incidents like that in the 

refineryf Other firesi or other exploslonsf 
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A 

a 

A 

0 

0 

A 

e 

A 

0 

A 

6 

Weill they used to have a few at nights whan they 

finished up In the aornlng. So long a tine after 

they had coked^ then the coke would heave and 

blow the ranhole covers off. Rut then there was 

no oil then. It was Just gas burning. 

These would be In the sane reflneryf 

In the refinery. 

bo you recall any fires anywhere else on the 

propertyf 

k'o. 

Tver recall seeing any Material floating on the 

ponds catch on flref 

I have^ yeah. One time there was black snoke 

going up-i, and what It was« was sonethlng burning 

out there In the swanp. 

bid you go down and see itf 

Wo. 

You Just sow the saokef 

I didn't go. 1 guess I was working at the time. 

That's why T.didn't go* 

bid you hear about lti whet had caused it, or 

what started the flref 

Wo. Wo idea. 

Were you aware of leaks that lost productf 004877 
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<li1> 

No. 

thero anough uatar In thera that soaaona could go 

swiaming in itf 

A 'No* Not that X know of* I nevsr saan it* 

d You nevap saw anybodyf You nevar saw anything lika 

thatf 

A Nevar saw anything lika that* 

d tid they dry up at any timaf 

A Ncll.i down through the yaarsi I iaaglne they didi 

because lika I say^ if you had a wet year there 

was water case up* The water levels around the 

laboratory one tina^ was a little over a couple 

feat* You could strike water* 
/ 

d That's ground water you're speaking off Just down 

a couple featf 

A Ground water* 

d I wanted to ask you where the tar was brought in 

and how it was stored* Perhaps this Exhibit X 

would help you show us where you brought tar in* 

A Hell<t here is the track coning in^ with the tank 

shot. 

d Tar shadf 004878 

A Uell^ they call it tank shad* That was a sistern 
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whara tha tar was atorad* Thay would run it froa 

tha tank Into this sistarn thare <indicatln9>« 

a Can wa saa that on tha photograph tharai exhibit 3f 

A hust bo right in hare^ whether you saa it thera 

or notv but these are tanks — this is the 

refinery hare, 

d You are pointing to that rectangle that is kind of 

a lighter color than the surroundingsf 

A Yaah* This nust ba the tank shed Cindicating>« 

0 I have a batter photo herei let me ask the reporter 

to mark it. Maybe that will be easier for you to 

identify* 

Can wa have that narked as exhibit gf 

CRTC deposition Exhibit M 

marked for identification*! 

d C8y Mr* Shakman! Mr* Villlaasi I an showing you 

what's narked as RTC deposition Exhibit *1. do you 

recognize that as another view of the plant sitef 

A Let's see* I can't 

d I think it's taken at something of an angle so the 

buildings are a little more visible* 

MRS. UILLIAMSx Vhat's this« 

Frankf What's thisf 

A Z don't know. I can't —• 
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•CBy MP. Shak«an> 1 think you havo —. 

Lat's sae. 

**** vn8 I^OaCi ^AXlf^OAn ACK a 

Yaah. 

Thera is the pond« 

That could be that tank shed there. 

That's that one that you're pointing to is 

aarked elth a number ?5f 

Yeah. 7 guess that's right. 

And the shed is uhat the train can care intof 

Hell« they Just spot the cars in theret yeahi in 

the tank shed. Have about three or four. 

How do they get the tar out of the carf How is 

it transferrerif 

Uell^ dropped by gravity. 

So it Just went in directly from that shedf There 

was something that was openf 

Uelli they had a regular placet it went into the 

sisternt yeah. Just went under the trackt and 

under the side of the shed and into the sistern. 

Has situated right along by it. 

And do you recall — let me divide that question 

— back early on what that sistern was made out 

off Pid it hove a bottom of some kindf 004880 
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A Z don't know If thoy had that nada whan I first 

cona up thar«> I don't know what it consist of* 

It had a top on it* 

d Po you rpcall then ewer rebuildine itf 

A No* I don't* I don't recall* 

0 In your work you didn't have much occasion to go 

down in that areaf 

A No* I didn't go in the yard such. 

0 How did they get the tar fror that sistern over 

to the refineryf 

A Hell'« X imagine they had lines and they pueped it* 

It had punps and the end refinery in it* 

0 Po you know if this Txhibit 1 shows sone of those 

linesf Can you tell if they're — • 

A Velli they're all underground* I don't know* I 

couldn't —. 

0 T was talking about this rxhibit X* The drawing 

seems to have sone dotted lines* I wonder if you 

knew what those were* 

A No. I don't. 

0 You mentioned they were underground* Vas that true 

during all the years you were at the plantf 

A Yeah* They had trenchesi carry the pipes* 

a You could walk over and look in the trench and see 
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my 

th« pipvf 

A th«y had planks — concrata tranche than 

planks over than^ as far as I ramenbarv yas* 

0 Pid it hava a problaa with fpeezing over thosa 

pipesf tdould they get snow and ice around thanf 

A Uelli they had steaa lines run through there too^ 

you know. That*s how they kept then free freezing. 

0 How would that looki if you looked in one of 

thosef Could you describe what you see with the 

pipe and the steae linef 

A Vell« different size pipes^ as far as Z could say. 

0 And would they keep the steae going in these all 

the tiee in the wintcrf 

A I ieagine they did. I don't know nothing about 

that operation. Whatever took placei or what. 

0 Po you recall any breaks in those lines^ problees 

with thatf 

A No. Not that I can rerenber. 

0 nr. Uillians^ would it be convenient with you« 

since it's approaching StOS^ if we adjourned for 

today and arrange through nr. Schwartzbauer for 

some tine later on to cono backr z had soee eore 

questions about this processi and X believe the 

attorney for the City did. 
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<7i|> 

A It would bo good to toroinato up tonight* 

X** afraid it would tako us quite a bit of time, 

bill you be renaining in the area over the next 

nonth or eof 

Ohn yeah. Uelln X was figuring on naybe taking a 

trip later oni in the last of January — or 

September^ so —. 

MR. SHAChANt Uelli if 

it*s agreeable with hr. Schuartzbauert could we 

continue this to some later date and we will 

arrange the tine convenient nutually to nr. 

Uillians and counself 

flR. SCHUARTZBAUCRi Veil* X 

think we ought to talk about thati Steve. X*B 

not sure what you have in nind* 

X have been thinking<« thought as you 

have been questioning hin^ that there are probably 

a lot of other people who can give you the 

information that you need as to plant operations* 

Uillians. 

Can you give us any idea as to why we 

le at allf 

NR. FRCCHANt Veil* nr. 
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Schwiirt.zbau«p^ T would liko to hav« an opportunity 

to ask tfr. tfilliams. He's a valuable resource as 

a person who has been with that plant for so nany 

years^ and he's added a lot of information to us 

already^ and I personally would have a good 

forty-five minutes of general background questions 

and things that X would like to ask fir. Uilliaas^ 

and I guess I would concur with Rr» Shaksan. 

It's getting a little late and Rr. Ulllians has 

been under the hot lights for a couple of hours* 

If we could continue for a time convenient to all 

concerned^ I'm certain that that would be our 

preference as well. 

RR. !SCHUARTZSAUrR: Uelli I don't 

have any objection to adjournment nowi certainly-i 

and if you all feel that you have a good reason 

for resuming^ why of course we will* I simply 

want to reconmend to you the suggestion that 

there probably are a lot of other persons who know 

the plant operations as well^ or better^ than 

perhaps Rr* Uilllams^ and if we could possibly save 

him the Inconveniencoi why I would hope we could. 

But we will let it go at that* All right. 

RffS* VILLIARSt Ray I say 
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<7b> 

Ue don't noed 

sonethingf 

HR. SHAICnAN: 

to pocopd this. 

•CDiscussion off the pecoPd.> 

{Break taken at MsSn until a 

tine to be agreed upon between counsel.> 
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Ii Uilliaw L* Belkengrani a Notary Public in and 

for the County of Scotti State of Rinnesotai do 

hereby certify that the foregoing deposition of 

d. FRANC UILLIAnS was taken by the fefendant^ before 

•e at SSD3 First National Bank Building^ Rinneapolisi 

Minnesota^ on Uednesday^ August S7« llAOi commencing 

at 2130 o'clock p.m. 

Z certify that said witness was duly sworn; that 

said deposition was taken in Stenograph and afterwards 

transcribed into typewriting under my direction; and 

that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript 

of said testimony. 

I further certify that I am not related to any 

of the parties or counsel before-nared^ and that I am 

not interested in this matter directly or Indirectly. 

IN UITNESS VHEREOFi I have hereunto set my hand 

and seal this day of September, MAD. 

lAfl L. BCLCFNC^N MILLIAfI 
Notary Public^ Scott County, Hn. 
ny Coenission Expires 1-S5-S3. 
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